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FITUN Joins with International Social Movements in Week of Global 
Action Against Debt and International Financial Institutions 
 
The Federation of Independent Trade Unions of Trinidad and Tobago (FITUN) joined 
numerous social movements the world over and answered the call by the global network, 
Jubilee South to ‘break the chains of debt’ and undertake activities geared towards 
sensitizing the public around the issue of debt as part of the Week of Global Action 
Against Debt and International Financial Institutions.           

 
On Tuesday, October 11, 2011 as 
part of a debate on the 2012 National 
Budget, President of FITUN, Senator 
David Abdulah addressed the critical 
issue of debt and the potential 
disastrous impacts of a sovereign 
debt crisis, such as that presently 
gripping Greece and other European 
countries. In addressing the audience 
of some 300 participants, which 
included trade union activists and 
secondary schools students, Cde. 
Abdulah set the record straight by 
explaining that the current debt crisis 

which is manifesting itself in Europe and which is threatening to all but cripple that region 
is as a result of the global capitalist system being in crisis.      
    
This perspective of the current global economic environment was important to note in the 
context of the debate on the National Budget as the international situation would have 
several implications for the local economy.     
 
Over the years the international network, Jubilee South, whose work across the global 
south is centred around debt and related issues, highlighting the often illegitimate nature of 
debt and its debilitating impact on countries of the developing world, calls for a week of 
action amongst its members to create awareness around this important issue. This year the 
week of action is being commemorated from October 8 – 16.                                                                                         
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FITUN let its voice be heard with millions of others across the world, as social movements 
the world over host activities as part of the Global Week of Action. On October 11, FITUN 
member unit, the Oilfields Workers’ Trade Union (OWTU) jointly hosted a breakfast 
forum on the National Budget, which was delivered on October 10. Capitalizing on this, 
and to raise awareness around the impact of   the burden of debt, in keeping with the week 
of action, a special presentation was made by FITUN President around this issue, and in the 
current context of the European debt crisis, as part of the discussions around the Trinidad 
and Tobago budget.  
 
The other panelists speaking at this Post-Budget Forum were: Hayden Blades, economist; 
Gregory McGuire, energy economist; Brian Moore, President of the Credit Union League 
and Rosa-Mae Whittier, OWTU Education and Research Officer. OWTU President 
General, Ancel Roget delivered opening remarks and OWTU Chief Education and 
Research Officer, Ozzi Warwick, chaired the discussions. 
 
The response was tremendous. It was an educational experience indeed. Additionally, this 
programme was aired live on a local television channel, and as a result this important 
message was able to reach the national population. We were truly able to get the message 
out! And the learning and sharing continued as several articles covering the event appeared 
in each of the country’s daily newspapers. 
 
Through FITUN’s efforts, Trinidad and Tobago answered Jubilee South’s call to ‘break the 
chains of debt.’ 

    
 

 
Links for articles on Breakfast Forum: 
 
http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2011/10/13/abdulah-dookeran-got-it-all-wrong-no-early-
end-global-economic-crisis 
 
http://www.newsday.co.tt/business/0,148852.html 
 
http://www.trinidadexpress.com/business/_Budget_a_handful_of_deception_-
131570953.html 
 

  

http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2011/10/13/abdulah-dookeran-got-it-all-wrong-no-early-end-global-economic-crisis
http://www.guardian.co.tt/news/2011/10/13/abdulah-dookeran-got-it-all-wrong-no-early-end-global-economic-crisis
http://www.newsday.co.tt/business/0%2C148852.html
http://www.trinidadexpress.com/business/_Budget_a_handful_of_deception_-131570953.html
http://www.trinidadexpress.com/business/_Budget_a_handful_of_deception_-131570953.html


Week of Global Action Against Debt and International Financial Institutions –  
Break the Chains of Debt! 

 
 


